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Based on the success of the Embyro Transfer Scheme in 2017 Horse Sport
Ireland is delighted to accounce that a further €40,000 in funding has been
approved by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to run the
scheme again in 2018. The scheme aims to increase genetic improvement by
maximising the genetic potential of Ireland’s top class performance mares.

Important points to note:
• Mares must be 3 years old or older.
• Registered in a DAFM approved studbook.
• Meet the 4* or 5* performance or progeny/half sibling performance

requirements. Supporting documentation of performance must be
submitted as part of the application.

• Semen used for the embryo transfers must be from stallions which are
Approved in a WBFSH studbook or a pony studbook approved by DAFM.

Key dates:
• The embryo transfer must take place at a designated clinic after the 1st

April 2018.
• An application for up to 4 embryos per owner must be submitted before

the 31st August 2018. A payment of €600 per embryo will be payable to
the owner upon submission of a veterinary declaration confirming that
the recipient has been scanned in foal.

Embyro Transfer Scheme
for High Performance Mares

Columbcille Gipsy (ISH) an embryo transfer foal and
6 year old World Champion at Lanaken in 2017.
Photo: Sportfot

❝

❞

I first used ET ten years ago when I had a good showjumping mare
called Ardnehue Diamond Cruiser (ISH) that I wanted to keep in
competition. The resulting foal from that is the now 9yo ABC Quantum
Cruise (ISH), who has just started jumping at 1.60m level. Last year my
good mare foaled late and rather than skip a year with her I was
contemplating doing ET but the associated costs are somewhat
prohibitive. The costs include the veterinary work, sourcing the recipient
mares (leasing or buying) and maintenance of the extra mares. In 2017
I was delighted to avail of the HSI Embryo Transfer Scheme which went
some way to cover these costs and this year I now have a filly foal which
is a full sister to the aforementioned ABC Quantum Cruise. I am a strong
advocate for the ET Transfer Scheme and as my mares’ younger progeny
are also doing very well, I plan to avail of it again this year.

Pat Keogh, ABC Sport Horses

❝

❞

I believe that the Embryo Transfer Scheme is probably the most
significant initiative from HSI to support the breeding, and breeders of
top-class young horses in recent years. I am delighted to have two
mares who qualify for the scheme, and the grants provided per embryo
makes it possible/affordable to produce multiple pregnancies from a
good mare in each breeding season.

From a national perspective the scheme is leading to an increase in
the number of high quality foals born each year in Ireland and is
simultaneously incentivising breeders to invest in top-class breeding
mares who are eligible for the scheme. These two outcomes are a huge
shot in the arm for Irish sport horse breeding and will hopefully lead to
Ireland once more becoming a go to country for international clients to
find world-class show jumpers.

Padraig McCarthy, International Event Rider
and Team Ireland Eventing Quad Member WEG 2018

Please download an ET application
from the Horse Sport Ireland website: 

www.horsesportireland.ie
or scan the QR code.
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A
pproximately 130 county
shows will be held in 2018,
attracting in the region of
400,000 spectators, 4% of

which have traditionally been from
overseas. These shows reflect the
diversity of our sector and I have been
energised by the standard of those
competing across all levels and
disciplines, especially the young
breeders and producers. The Economic
Contribution of the Sport Horse

Industry to the Irish Economy 2017 highlighted that since 2012 the
involvement of young breeders (≤ 30yrs) in the sport horse industry
has declined from 8.1% to 3.7% in 2016. In 2016 just 0.19% of
breeders were less than 20 years of age. This year Horse Sport Ireland
launched a Young Handler Championship Series to encourage more
young breeders and producers to become involved in the industry as it
is imperative that we continue to develop incentives for our young
breeders who represent the future of our industry. 

To further speed up the rate of Genetic progress in Ireland, HSI
with the support of DAFM funding, have continued the Embryo
Transfer Initiative. This initiative was very popular and oversubscribed
in 2017 and we expect similar uptake in 2018.

The Sport Horse sector is extremely important to the Irish economy
contributing over €816million in direct expenditure and providing
over 14,000 jobs making an important economic, social and cultural
contribution across the island of Ireland.  

The Department of Agriculture commissioned Indecon Report on
Horse Sport Ireland set out a number of key recommendations
regarding the Governance, Structure, Database management and
Funding of Horse Sport Ireland the Irish Sport Horse Industry. The
Indecon Review considers whether the Sport Horse Industry is
organised in a manner to best achieve the objectives in ‘Reaching New
Heights’ and whether there is an appropriate balance between the
important representative function of existing structures and the need
to develop commercial business opportunities, enhance co-operation
and maximise the contribution of the sector to the economy. 

The Governance recommendations in the report are now
substantially complete and the board restructuring is at an advanced
stage with the establishment of four new advisory councils which will
focus on: High Performance Sport, Sport and Recreation, Breeding and
Production and Coaching, Education and Training. The Chairperson of
each of these advisory councils will also sit on the new Board of Horse
Sport Ireland ensuring the important links with the sector are
strengthened. 

I have been very encouraged by the strong engagement, support
and commitment we have received from both DAFM and DTTAS
throughout the implementation process and we need to continue to
cooperate closely to ensure adequate funding for the sector. We also
need to work closely with all our stakeholders and Affiliate
organisations to develop business plans which deliver a clear return
on investment in the sector.

We look forward to working with all participants in the sport horse
breeding industry and supporting an operating framework to
facilitate the delivery of the full potential of this vitally important
sector.

For further information please do not hesitate to contact Horse
Sport Ireland at: info@horsesportireland.ie

Ronan Murphy
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Breeding for Ireland

T
he European Youth
Showjumping Championships
are a good bellwether of
where we stand in terms of

Irish Sport Horse breeding. They show if
we are getting it right. This was the
case back in the 1970’s when two great
mares bred in the 60’s were kept in the
country to produce two Championship
wins for us. Jimmy Flynn’s great Heather
Honey (ISH) did it for Brian McMahon at
Brussels in 1976 while Marcella (ISH)
delivered our first ever individual title
for James Kernan in 1974 at Lucerne. It
is utterly fitting that James should be
our Chef d’equipe at this year’s
Longines FEI European Championships
for Children, Juniors and Young Riders
at Fontainebeau where Ireland won
two individual Golds, plus Silver and
Bronze team medals. “It was a great
week for the Irish as we showed our
true talent,” James says.

And the true joy of it is that 9 of the
15 horses selected for our three squads
were Irish Sport Horses. These mounts

Castlefield Vegas (ISH) – 2010 gelding by Cassino (BWP) and out of Clarke’s Quiet Optimistic
(ISH). Gold Medal Winner in the Junior Championship with rider Jason Byrne. Castlefield Vegas

(ISH) was produced in Ireland by Ger O Neill. Photo: Thomas Holchecher.

were the result of informed selection
decisions made by our breeders all
around the country during the first
decade of the new millennium when
a return to performance-based
coverings was truly taking hold here.

GOLD MEDAL
Our first Gold medal at this year’s

Championships came in the Children
on Horses section as County Clare’s
Rhys Williams took that Championship
with five clear rounds on the 11 year-
old gelding CES Cruson (ISH). This one is
owned and bred by John and Marie
Burke of the Clare Equestrian Centre.
“We are over the moon”, says John of
Cruson’s success and he also gives great
credit to his wife Marie (nee White) who
travelled to the Championships with
the horse that she knows so well. She
of course competed both his sire
Chippison (ISH) and grand dam
Chipmount (ISH) that was bred by the
Burke’s neighbour Willie Boland.
Cruson’s dam Clareequest Cruisly (ISH)

by Cruising (ISH) [TIH] was bred by
another Clare man Michael Barry. 

SECOND GOLD
Another golden moment at the

Championships came when County
Carlow’s Jason Byrne took the Junior
title on Martin Egan’s Castlefield Vegas
(ISH). This ended a 42 year drought
since Brian McMahon’s 1976 victory.
Still a young eight year-old, Vegas was
bred in Stradone by the very
knowledgeable John Clarke. By the
Belgian Warmblood Cassino, he is out of
Clarke’s Quiet Optimistic (ISH) by Tom
Meagher’s Kedrah House Stud’s Lux Z.

In fact, John notes that he bought
the dam as a three year-old from Tom.
“I liked the fact that her sire Cassino by
Casini I was an easy ride and that
convinced me to buy her.” She has bred
five foals for John. At the moment she

Success at the European Youth Showjumping Championships
By MICHAEL SLAVIN
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has a foal at foot by Going Global’s sire
Quidam Junior (ISH) and is in foal to
Drumhowan Stud’s Darco stallion Equis
Powerfree. Castlefield Vegas (ISH) was
also campaigned by Ger O’Neil and was
the 2017 overall winner of the 7yo ISH
League.

CLOSE FOR KATE
Coming very close to taking another

Junior Championship medal in fourth
was Kate Derwin of Athlone on the 9
year-old stallion AHG Whiterock Cruise
Down (ISH). He is by Cruising’s Micky
Finn (ISH) [TIH] out of Whiterock Touch
(ISH) by James Kernan’s Olympic horse
Touchdown (ISH). His breeder is Ann
Gannon Clancy of Longford, who keeps
six mares. One of her products Lucky
Lady (ISH) by VDL Douglas out of a
Cruising mare is jumping Grand Prix in
England at the moment. Whiterock
Touch (ISH) is in foal to Kannan, who is
the sire of Bertram Allen’s Dublin Grand
Prix winner Molly Molone. Ann also has
a two year-old and a four year- old out
of the same dam.

JUNIOR TEAM BRONZE
Kate Derwin and AHG WhIterock

Cruise Down (ISH) jumped two good
clears to help Ireland to Junior
Championship Team Bronze. On that
side she was joined by Gold medal
winner Jason Foley, Jack Ryan and
Harry Allen. Cian Harrison also
competed as an individual. Of that
group four were on Irish breds. We have
already noted Castlefield Vegas (ISH)
and AHG Whiterock Cruise Down (ISH).
Jack Ryan was on the 11 year-old mare
Cavalier Tecca (ISH) by the Irish draught
Glidawn Diamond (ID) and out of Teaca
(ISH) by Cavalier Royale. She was bred
by Barry Kiernan in Moyne, County
Longford. Cian Harrison had Tabby
(ISH)[TIH] by Captain Clover (ISH) [TIH]
that previously gave us a Lanaken
Young Horse Champion. This 13
year-old gelding was bred by Pam

Donaghty out of a Cruising
dam. He was a winner for Cian
at Barnadown and for Damien
Griffin at Millstreet.

SILVER FOR CHILDREN
ON HORSES

In addition to Rhys Williams
brilliant Gold on CES Cruson
(ISH) there were two more Irish

breds that helped Ireland win the
European Children on Horses Silver
medal. Isobel Hughes Kennedy rode ESI
Carvalho (ISH) by Padinus out of a
Quidam Junior (ISH) dam. This nine
year-old was bred at Ennisnag Stud by
Mary Hughes of the famous Kilkenny
Hughes family. Also on the side was
Sarah Fitzgerald with Master Holiday
(ISH) [TIH] by Puissance (ISH) [TIH] out
of a Candle King (ISH) [TIH] dam bred by
John McDonald of Clogh County
Kilkenny. Lucy Morton and Ciaran Foley
were also on that selection.

TWO YOUNG RIDER HORSES
On the Young Rider side there were

also two Irish Sport Horses. Lucinda
Roche had a son of Cruising out of a
Darco dam WCE Falco (ISH) that Shane
Connelly bred in Tuam. He has seven
international classes to his credit for
Lucinda. Also on that side was
Jonathan Smyth with Mulvin Lui (ISH).
This gelding is by Billy Twomey’s former
team horse Luidam and out of a mare
by the Selle Francaise sire Baron de
Chantepie. He was bred by Vincent
Loftus of Broadford, County Kildare.

TURNING THE CORNER
All of the above achievement makes

one begin to think that we Irish have
turned a corner in terms of breeding
show jumpers for world competition.
The hope is that we will continue to
breed our own to be jumped by our
own for Ireland. As James Kernan says,
this will show our true talent. 

Tabby (ISH) [TIH] - a 2005 mare by Captain
Clover (ISH) [TIH] and out of Majestic Cruise

(ISH) [TIH]. Bronze Team Medallist in the Junior
Championship with rider Cian Harrison. 

Bred by Barry Kiernan, Co. Longford. 
Photo: Jumpinaction Photography

CES Cruson (ISH) – a 2005 gelding by Chippison (ISH) and out of Clareequest Cruisly (ISH). Gold
Medal Winner in the Children on Horses Championship with rider Rhys Williams. CES Cruson (ISH)

was bred and produced in Ireland by John and Marie Burke. Photo: Jumpinaction Photography

Left: AHG Whiterock Cruise Down
(ISH) – a 2019 gelding by Crusising
Mickey Finn (ISH) [TIH] and out
Whiterock Touch (ISH). Bronze Team
Medallist in the Junior Championship
with rider Kate Derwin. Bred by Ann
Gannon Clancy, Co. Longford.
Photo: Jumpinaction Photography
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Horse Sport Ireland

Coaching
Programme

system is challenging, but I believe it
needs to be to maintain standards. Some
of the best professionals from the UK
came over to assess us; it shows the
reputation the programme has.”
However, he feels that the education
system within the sector needs some
changes to cater for the needs of
everyone. “I would be confident that I
could help and improve most horses and
riders at this stage, but that knowledge is
earned through years of experience.
There are coaches out there who have
massive experience, but are not
academic and we need to ensure they
are encouraged and assisted through the
system. These are the coaches who will
be the most valuable to the industry.”

Steven has competed at the World
Championships for Young Horses in both
show jumping and eventing at Lanaken,
Belgium and at Le Lion D’Angers, France
respectively on several occasions. One of
the achievements Steven is most proud

Steven Smith riding Hybernia (ISH) [TIH] - a 2010 gelding by Flexible (ISH) [TIH] and out of  Ballinakill
Clover (ID), competing at Lanaken in 2017. Bred by Noel Cawley, Co. Kildare. 

B
ased in Barnadown,
Co. Wexford, HSI
Level 2 Coach Steven
Smith has quite the

CV, competing and producing
both show jumpers and
eventers. Steven arrived in
Wexford to work for Maurice
Cousins at just seventeen
years old and has since
developed his own business
based alongside Maurice at
Barnadown. In recent years,
Steven has concentrated on
producing top quality young
horses with his partner
Sophie Richards. Between
them, Steven and Sophie
have enjoyed great success
and both of their names are a
regular sight in the result
listings in national and
international competitions
across both disciplines. With
wins too numerous to
mention in national young
horse classes and national
Grand Prix, Steven has also
been successful at
international 5* level. Show
jumping was his first love but
in 2010 Stevenn turned his
attention to eventing, and he
went on to represent Ireland
at two consecutive young
horse world Championships. 

COACH
PROFILE

Steven took the first step on the
ladder of the HSI Coaching Programme
in 2010. Following successful completion
of his HSI Level 1 Apprentice Coach
qualification, Steven went on to
participate in the HSI Level 2 Coach
course in 2016. “The course is tough, it’s a
huge investment of time and effort and I
had to make some significant sacrifices
that year to complete the requirements.
Having said all that, I found the course
really beneficial and it’s a great asset to
have for the future.” 

Steven is adamant that the journey
through the HSI Coaching Programme
has had a positive effect on way he
produces his young horses by teaching
him to be really accurate when building
gymnastic exercises, grids and doing
canter pole work. “I liked that there were
plenty of days available with the course
to learn and improve. The tutors were
always available, approachable and
willing to give advice. The assessment
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SRS Adventure (ISH) 
- A 2009 gelding by
Newmarket Venture (HANN)
and out of Newmarket Dato
(ISH), Winner of the Bronze
Medal  in the 6 year old
division at the WBFSH Young
Event Horse Championships
in 2015 with rider Sophie
Richards. Bred by Billy Daly,
Co. Cork.                                                      
Photo:: Les Garennes 
(Mondial Du Lion).

of was coaching Sophie and SRS
Adventure (ISH) to win a bronze
medal at Le Lion D’Angers in
2015. Only last year between
Sophie and himself they took four
horses to Lanaken. He speaks very
highly of both events and
believes the experience is so
valuable for a young horse. “You
can’t get experience like that for a
young horse in Ireland. For
example, Lanaken – it’s just
unreal, the number of spectators,
the close proximity of the crowd
and the atmosphere is just
unbeatable.”

Steven hopes to go on and
complete his Level 3 Coaching
qualification in both jumping and
eventing. He expresses a keen
interest in working with High
Performance Teams or with riders
preparing for Young Horse
Championship in the future. “I
have a lot of experience at both
Lanaken and Le Lion D’Angers
and I know what is expected of a
combination at both places. I feel
that I could be of a real help in the
competition preparation at either
venue.”

Steven believes the
competition circuit for young
horses in Ireland is tough and
believes it’s important for owners
and riders to be selective about
where and how often they
compete. “With the wide selection
of young horse classes available
here, it’s easy to get caught up in
the hype and want to jump your
good ones in everything. It’s
important to remember from a
selling perspective that a lot of
clients are happy if a horse hasn’t
yet competed in their age group.
The majority are looking for a
good type, rideability and solid
basic training, as well as enough
experience but not over done.
The good ones will always catch
up and some mature quicker than
others, both physically and
mentally.” When asked for his
opinion on coaching and
producing horses through the
grades he had this advice: “Find a
system that suits horse and rider,
have the confidence and patience
not to deviate. If you have the
right system and patience, you
will always achieve your goals.” 

INTRODUCTION TO COACHING
27th August 2018 – National Sports Campus, Co. Dublin

24th September 2018 – Galway Equestrian Centre, Co. Galway
15th January 2019 – Castle Leslie, Co. Monaghan 

LEVEL 1 APPRENTICE COACH* 
Days 1 & 2 – 4th & 5th September 2018 – Kernans Equestrian Centre, Co. Armagh

Days 1 & 2 – 13th & 14th November 2018 – Ennis Showgrounds, Co. Clare
Days 1 & 2 – 5th & 6th February 2019 – Spruce Lodge, Co. Wicklow 

*These are the first two days of a four-day course

LEVEL 2 COACH *
Days 1 – 3 – 25th – 27th March 2019, Spruce Lodge Co. Wicklow  

*These are the first three days of an eight-day course

Cross Country / Eventing Coach Course 
25th September 2018 – Ballindenisk, Watergrasshill, Co. Cork

8th October 2018 – Grange Farm, Kilcock, Co. Meath
5th March 2019 – Spruce Lodge, Co. Wicklow

Horse Sport Ireland (HSI) 

COACHING PROGRAMME

Book online via www.horsesportireland.ie/coaching
Contact Catherine Flanagan at 045 854512

or cflanagan@horseportireland.ie

Providing candidates with a pathway to a career as a successful competition coach,
using modern techniques to improve both horses’ and riders’ performance.

Course Dates Autumn 2018 – Spring 2019 
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Performance Classes
Gortfree Lakeside Lad (IDC1), Winner of the Irish Draught
Performance Championship with rider Linda Murphy 
at the Dublin Horse Show in 2017 . 
Photo: Linda Murphy.

The grassroots leisure and amateur
market is huge, yet in this ‘time-poor’
era, owners are looking for low-
maintenance horses. And again this is a
forte of the Irish Draught, as Eileen
Brennan, that doyenne of the breed
summarised the native breed, saying:
“The Irish Draught is an armchair to
ride, you don't have to ride them every
day to keep them fit and they pick up
from where you left off schooling
yesterday.”

A perfect riding club horse too, the
Horse Sport Ireland-sponsored native
breed classes at the Association of Irish
Riding Club (AIRC) Festival are always
well supported and this year was no
exception. Winning the Irish Draught
performance class at the Festival’s new
home at Mullingar Equestrian Centre
was Boyneside member Jane
Richardson on board Bright Like A
Diamond.

Coincidentally, the same horse was

the reserve champion Irish Draught
performance champion at the RDS
three years ago. Competing in Dublin is
still the dream of many and the Irish
Draught performance classes have
proved a popular addition to the Horse
Show Week programme since 2011. 

Nationwide qualifiers are keenly-
contested by owners either looking to
showcase stallions, sell a youngster or
compete with a family favourite.
Amongst the versatile all-rounders to
have competed in the 2016 final is
Dominic Furnell’s Ballycahane Silver
Vixen, third that year. 

By the former Dublin stallion
champion Gurraun Zidane, she
competed at one-star level in her
eventing career with one run at CNC**
at Kilmanahan, (where she placed
sixth). Retired to stud in 2017, she
produced a traditional-cross filly this
year by the thoroughbred sire,
Pointilliste. 

I
f you were to compare horse
breeds to their mechanised
replacements, then the Irish
Draught is an equine ‘Land

Rover’: a reliable, all-terrain
legend. Add in the fact that Irish
Draughts are low-maintenance
and intelligent and you see why
performance classes are the ideal
shop window for this breed. 

A Shop Window for the All-Round Machine 

BY
SUSAN FINNERTY
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Her grandsire Crosstown Dancer and
another Class 1 stallion in Welcome
Flagmount were two pure-bred Irish
Draughts to have competed at the
World Breeding Federation for Sport
Horses (WBFSH) show jumping finals at
Lanaken in their own performance
days. 

They, plus the Grade A show
jumping stallions Grange Bouncer and
Gortfree Hero, have produced several
Draught performance champions at
Dublin, including Clare Lambert’s Gold
Dancer (2013), her sister Ann’s Killinick
Bouncer (2015), Alicia Devlin-Byrne’s
King Flagmount (2016) and defending
champion, Sean Barker’s Gortfree
Lakeside Lad (2017).

Gortfree Lakeside Lad also scooped
the Top Irish Draught Horse accolade at
last year’s Horse Sport Ireland breeder’s
awards. Not only for his Dublin
championship win with Linda Murphy
aboard back in August, but he followed
up at the IDHS (GB) National Show, held
at Arena UK. There, he was the open
working hunter and supreme ridden
champion with Brian Murphy. 

The homebred was also the reserve
supreme champion at the IDHBA
national show in Punchestown, where
he won the Irish Draught performance
final, sponsored by Irish Horse Gateway
www.irishhorsegateway.ie. One online
source for finding another of these all-
round versatile horses. 

Ballycahane Silver Vixen (IDC2) by Gurraun Zidane (IDC1) and
out of Maggy’s Diamond (RID), by Crosstown Dancer (IDC1).
Breeder: John Shannon, Co. Clare. Owner: Gerard Furnell.
Bright Like A Diamond (ID) by KEC Bluejay Diamond (IDC1) and
out of Forest Lodge Damsel (RID) by Creggan Diamond (IDC1).
Breeder: Betty Byrne, Co. Wexford. Owner: Jane Richardson.
Crosstown Dancer (IDC1) by Flagmount Diamond (IDC1) and
out of Tara Sky (RID), by Pride of Shaunlara (IDC1). Breeder
and owner: Fintan Brannigan, Co. Louth.
Gold Dancer (IDC1) by Crosstown Dancer (IDC1) and out of
Tara Grange (RID), by Celtic Gold (IDC1). Breeder and owner:
Jack Lambert, Co. Wexford.
Gortfree Hero (IDC1) by Castana (IDC1) and out of Princess
Royale (RID), by Uibh Fhaili ’81 (IDC1). Breeder: Francis
Lafferty, Co. Roscommon. Owner: Sean Barker.

Gortfree Lakeside Lad (IDC1) by Gortfree Hero (IDC1) and out
of Springvale Rose (RID), by Ginger Dick (IDC1). Breeder and
owner: Sean Barker, Co. Mayo.
Grange Bouncer (IDC1) by Prospect Pride (IDC1) and out of
Grange Heather 2 (RID), by Kilmore Heather (IDC1). Breeder
and owner: Jack Lambert, Co. Wexford.
Killinick Bouncer (IDC1) by Grange Bouncer (IDC1) and out of
Eileen Dun (RID), by Flagmount King (IDC1). Breeder: Leslee
Asbury, USA. Owner: Jack Lambert.
King Flagmount (ID) by Welcome Flagmount (IDC1) and out
of Spring Days (ID), by Ginger Dick (IDC1). Breeder: Denis
Clynes, Co. Roscommon. Owner: Alicia Delvin Byrne.
Welcome Flagmount (IDC1) by Flagmount King (IDC1) and out
of Welcome (RID), by Legaun Prince (IDC1). Breeder: Tom
Fitzmaurice, Co. Roscommon. Owner: Gabriel Slattery.

PEDIGREES AT A GLANCE

Right:
Ballycahane Silver Vixen (ID), 

Winner of the Working Hunter Horse
Championship with rider Dominic Furnell

at Charleville Show in 2017. 
Photo Susan Finnerty/Flying The Flag.

Gortfree Hero (IDC1), a Grade A Showjumping Stallion competing with rider Richard Kerins 
at Cavan Equestrian Centre in 2009.
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DATES AND VENUES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SERIES

DATE                          VENUE                                                     6 YEAR OLD                          5 YEAR OLD                       4 YEAR OLD                     5&6 YEAR OLD

19 August              Tattersalls                                                       Yes                                           Yes                                        Yes                                            –

8-9 September    National Championships                         Yes                                           Yes                                        Yes                                          Yes
                                   at Kilguilkey House

2018 ISH Studbook
Young Horse Eventing Series

Sarah Ennis Leading Rider of the 5 & 6 year old
Leagues after Ballindenisk and 2018 WEG Squad
Member 2018. Riding Shanbo Sky Fall (ISH) at
Ballindenisk. 
Photo: Louise O’Brien. 

The first four legs of the Irish Sport Horse Studbook Young Horse Eventing series took place at Rosanna on the 20th May,
Killossery on the 9th June, Ballindenisk on the 15th July and Vestry Lodge on the 4th of August. As in previous years, the
four year old series will consist of four legs with scores from all legs to count in the league. The five and six year old

series will consist of six legs with all legs to count in the league.  In addition, the 5 & 6 year old pony class will be a one-off class
at the National Championships. The aim of the ISH Young Horse Series, is to assist the production of young event horses and
ponies within the country, to add value and to aid in their progression to 3* and 4* eventing. With two competitions
remaining there will be an exciting finish to the league. 

❝
❞

I think the HSI young horse league gives riders/producers a great platform from which to showcase their talented
young horses in the correct manner of eventing as well as their ability to produce quality young horses which may
lead to more lovely Irish Sport Horses being kept and produced in Ireland. I personally get a great thrill out of the
tiny achievements each day with a young horse and for my little horse to go out and be in the ribbons is such a
bonus to produce another consistent horse from the start, with a little bit of luck he may even follow in my old boys
footsteps #mrconsistent. Rebecca Dunlea,

Leading Rider of the 4 year old League after Ballindenisk.
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Every effort has been made to ensure that no inaccuracies have occurred in collating this data. If you would like your mare's passport updated to reflect her current classification, please send
it in to the HSI Registrations Department. If your mare meets the criteria for 3 Star Level or above, please contact the HSI Breeding Department with the relevant performance information
and your mare will be upgraded to SELECT, upon verification of her performance records.

Spring Mare Selection Results 2018
IRISH DRAUGHT HORSE STUDBOOK 2018
Table 1: Irish Draught Mares that achieved CLASS 1 BRONZE MERIT
status at the 2018 Irish Draught Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

BRONZE MERIT 
FOR ATHLETICISM

CLASS 1Table 3: Irish Draught Mares that achieved CLASS 1 BRONZE MERIT
status at the 2018 Irish Draught Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

Table 4: Irish Draught Mares that achieved GRADE UP status 
at the 2018 Irish Draught Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

CLASS 1

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

Bellview Bonnie Kate                        2015       Fintan Himself (IDC1)                          Star Kingdom (IDC1)            Pascal Claffey                     Pascal Claffey

Caitlyns Molly                                    2013       Grange Bouncer (IDC1)                       Western Light (IDC1)            Edward Clarke                     Edward Clarke

Castlegar Antonette                         2014       Barracaberry Orbit (IDC1)                  Grosvenor Lad (IDC1)           Tom Burke                           Tom Burke

Cloncastle Hollie                               2015       Shenandoah Prince Holly (IDC1)        Gurraun Zidane (IDC1)         David Doyle                         Eamonn Kennedy

Coolfin Blondie                                  2014       Balcormo Sir Rocco (IDC2)                Clonleigh Dancer (IDC1)       Tommy Butler                     Tommy Butler

Cummer Star                                     2015       Prescotts Diamond (IDC1)                  Huntingfield Heathcliff (IDC1)    Larry Carey                         Joe Carey

Darragh Moylough Lady                   2013       Darragh Supreme Diamond (IDC1)     Supreme Ginger (IDC1)        Edwin McLoughlin              Edwin McLoughlin

Darragh Supreme Pearl                    2013       Supreme Ginger (IDC1)                       Mourne Mountain Star (IDC1)    Edwin McLoughlin              Edwin McLoughlin

Darragh Supreme Rose                     2012       Supreme Ginger (IDC1)                       Mourne Mountain Star (IDC1)    Edwin McLoughlin              Edwin McLoughlin

Donegal Miss                                      2015       Carrickcottage Star (IDC1)                 Diamond Rock (IDC1)           Fulton Buchannan              Kay Blackwell

Edenagor Sweetdreamer                  2014       Harkaway Lionhawk (IDC1)                 Carrabawn View (IDC1)        Brian Cogan                        Jim McNulty

Hollyhill Silver                                   2015       Fast Silver (IDC1)                                 Agherlow (IDC1)                    Adrian Buke                        Tom Fadden

Holy Wells Bella                                 2015       Grandpas Diamond (IDC1)                   Dunkerrin Grey Mist (IDC1)   Dermott Shaughnessy       Dermott  Shaughnessy

Inisfree Red River                             2015       Inisfree The Holy Grail (IDC1)             Crannagh Hero (IDC1)          Richard Murphy                  Richard Murphy

Robusticus Emperess                       2008     Rockrommon Robusticus (IDC1)        Pride of Toames (IDC1)        Paddy & Peter Cunningham     Raphael Lee

Shirwell Lily                                       2014       Gentle Diamond (IDC1)                        Castana (IDC1)                      Michael Roddy                    Esther Treanor

Heigh Ho Diva                                    2007      Heigh Ho Dubh (IDC1)                          Crannagh Hero (IDC1)           James Healy                       Raphael Lee

Killnascully Eala Dubh                      2015       The Swarty Hero (IDC1)                       Heigh Ho Dubh (IDC1)           James Healy                       Sally Begg

Tanvey Sky                                         2011        Moylough Bouncer (IDC1)                   Corran Ginger (IDC1)            Martin Hopkins                   Pat Feehily

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

Table 2: Irish Draught Mares that achieved CLASS 1 BRONZE MERIT
status at the 2018 Irish Draught Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

BRONZE MERIT FOR ATHLETICISM,
CONFORMATION & MOVEMENT

Abbeyward May                                    2015       Scrapman (IDC1)                                     Huntingfield Rebel (IDC1)      Tom Daly                                Tom Daly

Mollywee Dawn                                     2012       Clonakilty Hero (IDC1)                            Merry Mate (IDC1)                  Domnic Cassidy                    Domnic Cassidy

Rathgeenan Lady                                 2012       Killcotton Cross (IDC1)                           Agherlow (IDC1)                      Peter Coleman                      Elsie Reilly

Windgap Royal Ruby                            2015       Western Blues (IDC1)                              Windgap Blue (IDC1)               Michael & Chris Mannion     Michael & Chris Mannion

Cloonlagheen True Heart                  2015       Gortfree Hero (IDC1)                           Grey Macha (IDC1)                Eileen Barker                      Zoe Gallagher

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

IRISH SPORT HORSE STUDBOOK 2018
Table 1: Mares that achieved SELECT 3* status 
at the Spring 2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

SELECT 3*

Table 2: Mares that achieved SELECT 2* status 
at the Spring 2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

SELECT 2*

Pearls Princess Gervantus (ISH)          2012       Luidam (KWPN)                                      Gervantus II (OLD)                  Pearl Roche                           Pearl Roche

Loughview Diamond Orla (ISH)             2015       Orestus (KWPN)                                      Jack of Diamonds (IDC1)        Judith Sossick                       Judith Sossick

Domino Van Het Heikanthof (BWP)     2003     Orlando Van De Heffinck (BWP)         Aketur (KWPN)                     Jaqueline ES                       Michael Shanahan

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

Gotha De Baudignies (SBS)               2012       Ugano Sitte (SBS)                               Darco (BWP)                         Philippe De Donder            Lillput Partnership

Glenkeeran River Deep (ISH) [TIH]    2015       Crosstown Dancer (IDC1)                    Snurge (TB)                          Maria Melvin                       Maria Melvin
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Every effort has been made to ensure that no inaccuracies have occurred in collating this data. If you would like your mare's passport updated to reflect her current classification, please send
it in to the HSI Registrations Department. If your mare meets the criteria for 3 Star Level or above, please contact the HSI Breeding Department with the relevant performance information
and your mare will be upgraded to SELECT, upon verification of her performance records.

Spring Mare Selection Results 2018
IRISH SPORT HORSE STUDBOOK 2018

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

SELECT 1*Table 3: Mares that achieved SELECT 1* status 
at the Spring 2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

Dancing Clover Breeze (ISH) [TIH]     2002      Clover Brigade (ISH)                          Sea Crest (IDC1)                   Vincent McCarthy              Rebecca Chow

Helianthus H (KWPN)                          2012       Quality Time (HOLST)                         Ovidius (KWPN)                    J Haanen                             Elizabeth Dore

Keylogues Clover Lady (ISH)             2009     Mr Clover (ISH)                                   Kildalton Gold (IDC1)            Katie Frazer                        Katie Frazer

Keylogues Gold (ISH)                          2008     Mr Clover (ISH)                                   Kildalton Gold (IDC1)            Katie Frazer                        Katie Frazer

Mamzelle VH Marienshof (BWP)        2012       Emerald (BWP)                                    Con Air (HOSLT)                   Sandra Ecker                      Niall Talbot

Newmarket Venus (ISH)                     2012       Newmarket Jewel (WESTF)                Touchdown (ISH)                  Brian Daly                           Brian Daly

Rincoola Brew (ISH)                           2012       Cabdula Du Tillard (SF)                      Touchdown (ISH)                  Harold McGahern               Harold McGahern

Annaghquin Lady Jane (ISH)             2015       Royal Concorde (ISH)                         Cavalier Royale (HOSLT)      John Purcell                        Ballynalally Farms LTD

F Cascallina (HOSLT)                           2013       Cascor (HOSLT)                                   Clinton II (HOSLT)                 Meinert Carsten                  Maddalema Equestrian

Dundrum Winter Cruise (ISH) [TIH]    2011        Night Cruise (ISH)                               Gildawn Diamond (IDC1)      F.S Crawford                        David Hamilton

Velvet Flare (ISH)                               2012       Mermus R (KWPN)                               Copper King (IDC1)               Inge D'Haese                       Inge D'Haese

Table 4: Mares that achieved SELECT status 
at the 2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

SELECT

Adastra Alanna (ISH) [TIH]                 2014       Sillian Lux (ISH)                                  Touchdown (ISH)                  Noel Tierney                       Malachy Marron 

Altamira Maxine (ISH)                        2010       Sir Maximus (IDC4)                             Silver Banner (ISH)              Annette Kavanagh             Pat Jones

Ballylurgan Ferro (ISH)                       2013       S Creevagh Ferro Ex Siebe (KWPN)   Cavalier Two For Joy (ISH)   Samuel J Smyth                 Samuel J Smyth

Ballymac's Present (IRE) (TB)            2004     Presenting (GB) (TB)                           Lord Ha Ha (TB)                   M Barry                               Brian Daly

Blakeneys Cottage (ISH) [TIH]            2014       Cottage Fire (IRE) (TB)                        Merry Mate (IDC1)                Martin Kelly                        Maureen Kelly

Briarhill Crusie (ISH)                          2008     Luidam (KWPN)                                   OBOS Quality 004 (OLD)      Justin Burke                       Anne Coyne

Clashroe Lass (ISH)                            2005     Rhettsweden (IRE) (TB)                      No Recorded                        Jeremiah Twomey              Jeremiah Twomey

Curraduff Diamond (ISH)                   2006     Colin Diamond (ISH)                           Not Recorded                      Maria Ranahan                    David & Frances Jones

Cuslough (IRE) (TB)                             2005     Whitemore's Conn (TB)                      Caribo (TB)                           Michael Henry                     Merly Connaughton

Farmhill Liz (TB)                                 2009     Oscar (IRE) (TB)                                   Montelimar (USA) (TB)         M Farrell                              Glen Knipe

Filouandra (OLD)                                 2012       Filou De Muze (BEWP)                        Andiamo Z (NRPS)               Gestut Lewitz                     Ronan Rothwell & David Cullen

Flame Hunter (TB)                              2007      Tikkanen (USA) (TB)                            Treasure Hunter (TB)          P Newell                              Patricia Weldon

Glendine Imp (ISH) [TIH]                     2008     Laughtons Flight (ISH)                       Master Imp (TB)                   John Dowling                      Tom Callanan

Goodwins Rose (ISH)                          2014       OBOS Quality 004 (OLD)                   Master Imp (TB)                   Larry Costello                     Gerard O'Brien

Holmaok Donna (RHEIN)                    2014       Diar Noir (HOLST)                               Loran (HOLST)                      Josef Wilbers                      Jackie Moloney

J'adore (KWPN)                                   2014       Zavall VDL (KWPN)                             Boreas (KWPN)                   Stal Muersing                      Ronan Rothwell & David Cullen

Jolie Jumper (ISH)                             2014       Entertainer (KWPN)                            Purioso (OLD)                     De Bemi Hoeve                   Tara Glynn

Kinard Hill Girl (ISH) [TIH]                   2003      Errigal Flight (ISH)                              Euphemism (TB)                  George McDonald               George McDonald

Lislee Beauty (ISH) [TIH]                    2006     Kasmayo (GB) (TB)                              Arapahos (FR) (TB)               Charles Dullea                    Charles Dullea

Lykke Li - Terma Z (ZANG)                 2012       Levisto Z (HOLST)                               Cornet Obolensky (BWP)     M.W Gestel Linden              Ivor Broderick

Madorada DW (BWP)                           2012       Breemeersen Adorado (HANN)          Cicero Z Van Paeml (ZANG)   Antoine De Wandel             Ger O'Neill

Marius CK (ISH)                                  2015       Marius Claudius (KWPN)                     Quality Time (HOLST)          Dermot Gormanly               Dermot Gormanly

Midnight Solstice (ISH)                      2010       Womanize (KWPN)                              Armstrong (KWPN)              Barbara Hoffman                Barbara Hoffman

Nollys Battle (ISH) [TIH]                     2006     Kahtan (GB) (TB)                                  Coolcaum Hill (IDC2)           Philip Curtin                        Jeremiah Twomey

Nova AEG (BWP)                                 2013       Kannan (KWPN)                                   Heartbreaker (KWPN)          BVBA Stal Aegten              Ivor Broderick

Olante V/D Leevwekheide (BWP)       2014       Balou Du Rouet (OLD)                        Pommeau Du Heup (SF)      Evelien Roel                        Vincent Byrne

Olympic Blossom (ISH)                      2010       Olympic Lux (KWPN)                           Diamond Mine (IDC2)           Michael Shanahan              Michael Shanahan

Pepsi Cola HH Z (ZANG)                     2013       Pablo V Berkenbroek (WESTF)           Darco (BWP)                         New Nordic Horses             Sean Monaghan

Roadstown Equality CK (AES)           2011        Quality Time (HOLST)                         Lux Z (HANN)                       Mattie Brennan                   Dermot Gormanly

Roadstown Kimona (ISH)                   2014       I'm Special de Muze (BEWP)              Lux Z (HANN)                       Mattie Brennan                   Mattie Brennan

Rowels Sweden (ISH)                          2003      Rhettsweden (IRE) (TB)                      Not Recorded                      Philip Curtin                        Philip Curtin

The Chosen Lady (TB)                        2005     Well Chosen (GB) (TB)                         Buckskin (FR) (TB)                Kedrah House Stus             Rebecca Chow

Table 6: Mares that achieved SUPPLEMENTARY SELECT status 
at the Spring 2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

SUPPLEMENTARY 
SELECT

Table 7: Mares that achieved SUPPLEMENTARY ENTRY status 
at the 2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook Mare Inspections

SUPPLEMENTARY
ENTRY

Tullabeg Tango (ISH)                              2012       Tullabeg Fusion (ISH)                             Ardenteggle Sir (IPSA)         Nicholas Cousins                  Eilish Arkwright & Sarah Odlum

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 

Name                                               YOB       Sire                                                 Damsire                             Breeder                             Owner 
Ballyvaden Maybe (ISH)                     2013       Shannondale Sarco St Ghyvan (BEWB)  Robertstown Boy VII (WNTR)   Michael J Phillips               Michael J Phillips
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Selection will take place                                                  VENUE

21st August                                     Tubberbride Stables, Co. Sligo

22nd/23rd August                       Creagh Equestrian Centre, Co. Galway

30th August                                    Ballybrack Equestrian Centre, Co. Cork

4th September                              Ravensdale Equestrian Centre, Co. Louth

27th August                                    Warrington Topflight Equestrian Centre, Co. Kilkenny

HSI AUTUMN MARE SELECTIONS 2018
Irish Sport Horse and Irish Draught Horse mare selections have a closing
date of Monday 13th August 2018 for the receipt of applications.

Note: Horse Sport Ireland  is running a number
of dates and venues for mare selections in
Autumn 2018. Every effort will be made to
accommodate entries at their desired venue,
however this cannot be guaranteed. 

Venues and dates are PROVISIONAL,
dependent on sufficient entries and may be
subject to change.

DATE                                                                                 VENUE
30th November          Cavan Equestrian Centre, Co. Cavan

3rd December             Warrington Topflight Equestrian Centre, Co. Kilkenny

3 & 4 YEAR OLD FILLY LOOSE JUMPING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Following the success of last year’s Championships Horse Sport Ireland is delighted to announce
that the 3 & 4 Year Old Filly Loose Jumping Championships will take place again in the
Autumn/Winter of 2018. For the first time these Championships will include classes for 3 & 4 year
old ponies. The competitions will take place in Cavan Equestrian Centre and in Warrington Top
Flight Equestrian Centre. The Championships are open to any 3 & 4 year old horse or pony filly
that is registered in a WBFSH/EU Studbook.

A prize fund of €18,000 is available for
these Championships with €12,000
being awarded for horses and a further
€6,000 being awarded to ponies.



Damsel (ID) by Creggan Diamond
(IDC1). He was bred by Betty Byrne of
Co. Waterford and owned and ridden
by Jane Richardson of Boyneside Riding
Club. This gelding won the 4 & 5 year
old Performance Irish Draught class in
the Dublin Horse Show in 2015 with his

rider Niamh Grimes, they also took
home the Reserve Championship title
on that occasion. He will travel to the
Dublin Horse Show again this year for
the 6 year old and over Performance
Irish Draught class having qualified first
time out at Tullyish.
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T
he AIRC Riding Clubs Festival
took place on June 9th and
10th at Mullingar Equestrian
Centre. Horse Sport Ireland

was the title sponsor for the showing
classes at the festival. The breed classes
for both Connemara Ponies and Irish
Draughts saw a large number of entries
in both the ridden and performance
classes. 

The ridden Irish Draught Champion
was Fred Showtime (ID) a 2013 gelding
by Fintan Himself (IDC1) and out of
Diamond Anne (RID) by Sir Rivie (IDC1).
Bred by Donal Reilly Co. Cavan and
ridden by owner Louise Kavanagh of
Drynam Riding Club this gelding will
travel to the Dublin Horse Show later
this summer to compete in the
Sportsman class. 

The ridden Connemara Pony
Abbeyside Sarkozy (CP) by Glencarrig
Prince (CP) and out of Misty (CP) by
Carraroe Handy Andy (CP) (CP) was
particularly successful at the show,
taking home not only the Connemara
Championship but also the Supreme
Championship title in the Eddie Fowler
Memorial Championship. Abbeyside
Sarkozy continued his run of success
also claiming the reserve title in the
small hunter class. This 2012 gelding
was bred by Tom Burke and is owned
by Jerry and Aoife Obsbourne. His rider
Zoe hopes that he will be a future
contender for the Connemara
Performance Championships. 

The Connemara Performance
Championship was won by Jane Berry’s
Killegar Mist (CP) by Ashfield Storm
Cloud (CP) and out of Rathmore Mist
(CP) by Commanding Hero (CP). The
2007 gelding wned by Alan Marks and
ridden by daughter Chloe Marks of
Drynam Riding Club. Killegar Mist will
also be competing in the Dublin Horse
Show this year in the Ridden
Connemara Class. 

The Irish Draught Performance
Champion was the 2010 gelding Bright
Like A Diamond (ID) by KEC Bluejay
Diamond (IDC1) and out of Forest lodge

Connemara Ponies excel at
the AIRC Riding Clubs Festival

Abbeyside Sarcozy (CP) winner of the Connemara Championship, Small Hunter Reserve
Championship and Winner of the Eddie Fowler Memorial Championship. 

Ridden by Zoe Kehoe pictured with Louise Hobbs (HSI). 
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Pony Sponsorship 2018
Horse Sport Ireland is delighted to announce that €21,000
in sponsorship funding will be available specifically for
ponies in 2018. This funding aims to promote the Studbook
registration and production of sport ponies in Ireland.

Ponies are also eligible to compete in the Young Handler
Championships with a total prize fund of €25,000.

IRISH SPORT PONY STUDBOOK
The Irish Sport Pony Studbook was
launched in 2016 and is currently offering
an amnesty for first time registrations. You
can avail of this offer for €30 inclusive of
DNA for a limited time only.

If you do not know the sire and/or dam
of your pony you will need to contact
Weatherbys directly and additional costs
may occur.

To receive a DNA kit contact our
registrations department on 
045 854 500 or info@horsesportireland.ie and
please give details of the sire and dam of
the pony you wish to register. They will
arrange for a DNA kit to be sent to you.

Dirraw Caleb (ISP).
competing at the Dublin
Horse Show with rider 
Alex Finney.

Registering your
pony in the ISP
Studbook ensures
that your pony will
be eligible for:

 Registration in the main section of the Irish Sport Pony Studbook
 Green Irish Sport Pony Studbook Passport
 Eligible to compete in pony studbook funded competitions
 Inclusion on the Irish Pony Register online database – IHR Online
 Irish Sport Pony breeder prizes

Register your
pony for only

€30 inclusive of
DNA, limited

time only!

HSI PONY SPONSORSHIPS 2018

Pony Foal Championships                                     €10,000

Pony Showjumping                                                 € 5,000

Pony Filly Loose Jumping Championships         € 6,000

Total                                                                      €21,000
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ent. If your m
are m

eets the criteria for 3 Star Level or
above, please contact the H

SI Breeding D
epartm

ent w
ith the relevant perform

ance inform
ation and your m

are w
ill be upgraded to SELECT, upon verification of her perform

ance records.
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2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook
Showjumping Series

TThe 2018 Irish Sport Horse Studbook Showjumping Series commenced in April, to date 7 of the 8 shows in the series
have been completed. The Series, for 5, 6 and 7 year old Irish Sport Horses, is in its fourteenth year in existence. For 2018,
there will be €80,000 in prize money on offer from the Irish Sport Horse Studbook.

The league standings after Tattersalls are as follows: 

For more information please visit: http://www.horsesportireland.ie/breeding/ish-studbook-showjumping-series/

Horse (ISH)                        Rider                            Total

ABC Caruso                        Catherine Thornton        25

Orestus Clover                   Jessica Burke                 22

Annaghquin Lady Jane     Garth Swaile                    10

Castle Camiro                    Vincent Howley               10

CSF Sir George                  Darragh Ryan                  10

Curragraigue Coevers Quality   Gemma Phelan                10

Cuffesgrange Coeleone     Maria Vozone                   10

Presidential Ball                Kevin Gallagher               10

Diamant De La Mer           Angela Percy                   10

HHs Vancouver                  Mikey Pender                   10

Swift Action                       Olive Clarke                     10

Lady Quality Imp               Killian Browne                 10

HSC Sunny Jim                  Catherine Thornton        10

Limestone Uno                  Gemma Phelan                10

5 Year Old League Results After Tattersalls Summer Show

Winner of the 6yr Old Class at Cork Summer Show: Jack Ryan riding 
Bbs Mcgregor (ISH) with Paddy McCarthy (HSI). Photo: Alison Corbally.

The final competition will take
place at Galway Equestrian Centre

on 26th/27th August.

Horse (ISH)                        Rider                            Total

Longfield Quinlui               Derek McConnell             22

BBS McGregor                   Jack Ryan                       20

Pacino Amiro                     Kenneth Graham             15

Drumiller Sensation          Catherine Thornton        12

Erne Mountain Dew           Francis Connors              10

Be The One                        Sophie Richards               7

Krafty Kitty                        Tholm Keane                    10

Celtic Hero BZ                   Damien Griffin                  5

Qualilas                              Damien Griffin                  5

Luicidam                            Cathal McMunn                5

Mohill Rosetta                    John Mulligan                   5

Dothraki Warlord               Derek McConnell              5

Hilltown Nala                     John Floody                     5

Moonahaw DVZ Diamond   Sophie Richards               5

Cuffsgrange Cavadora      Cian Goggins                    5

Corraghoe Bounce              Joyce Veld                          5

Cuffsgrange Cavadora      Cian Goggins                    5

King Lupin                            Gerard Clarke                     5

HHS Fast Forward              Kevin Gallagher                5

Killerisk Can Ya                    Maura Counihan                 5

6 Year Old League Results After Tattersalls Summer Show

Horse (ISH)                        Rider                            Total

Paciro                                 Thomas O'Brien              28

Tara M                                 Francis Connors              24

HHS Fortune                      Michael J Pender            24

Keatingstown Z Wellie Two   Susan Fitzpatrick            19

Castleroche Rebel             John Floody                     14

Zilko                                    Linda Moloney                  11

Intuitive                              James Hogg                    14

Lackamore Storm              Darragh Ryan                  10

Quality Street                    Damien Griffin                 10

Flexability                           Darragh Ryan                   9

Hollystown Miss Lupin      Gerard Clarke                   9

HHS Fortune                      Marion Hughes                 8

Jockeyhall Midas Touch    Gerard Clarke                   9

7 Year Old League Results After Tattersalls Summer Show
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T
he Horse Sport Ireland Foal
Championships have a total
prize fund of almost €40,000,
including this year an

inaugural section for ponies with a
prize fund of €10,000. The prize fund
for the horse section will be almost
€30,000. The aim is to identify, evaluate
and reward breeders who have bred a
foal that has the potential to be
competitive at the highest
International level in the disciplines of
showjumping or eventing.

The qualifier prize fund for the he
horse section will be €3,000 where 4
foals will be selected for the final; the
best show jumping type colt and filly,
and the best eventing type colt and
filly.  This year there will also be a prize
for the best traditionally-bred foal. The
ponies have a qualifier prize fund of
€1,400 and also have showjumping and
eventing sections.

At the final in Cavan Equestrian
Centre on Friday 19th October

HSI Sport Horse and Sport Pony 
Foal Championships for 2018

VENUE                                                   DATE                                                 CLOSING DATE: (entries directly to the show)

Creagh Equestrian Centre          Monday 13th August 2018        CLOSING DATE: Monday 30th July 2018
Co. Galway                                                                                                         creaghequestriancentre@googlemail.com or Ph: 086 225 4227

Wexford Equestrian Centre       Mon. 13th August 2018              CLOSING DATE: Monday 6th August 2018
Co. Wexford                                                                                                       Show: www.wexfordequestrian.ie or Ph: 087 661 3088

Tubberbride Stables                     Friday 7th September 2018       CLOSING DATE: Friday 24th August 2018
Co. Sligo                                                                                                              noeleenkerins14@gmail.com or Ph: 087 671 2200

Coilog Equestrian Centre            Friday 21st September 2018     CLOSING DATE: Friday 7th September 2018
Co. Kildare                                                                                                         info@coilog.com or Ph: 045 860 842

Champions will be named in both
horse and pony sections with a pot of
€10,000 for horses and €3,000 for
ponies on offer. There will be a
Champion Show Jumping Foal filly and
colt for horses and ponies as well as a

Champion Eventing Foal filly and colt.
There will also be a special prize for the
overall best traditionally-bred foal in
the horse section.

The remaining qualifier details are as
follows:

PEDIGREE POINTS
Horse Sport Ireland will need
completed entries in order to analyse
the submitted application for
pedigree points. Please note: Only
pedigree and performance
information supplied by the entrant
will be included in assessment of the
damline pedigree score. The onus is
on the entrant to supply full
performance details for the damline
(dam, maternal granddam or
maternal great granddam) to HSI.
Only the information when verified
will be included in the calculations of
the pedigree score for the qualifiers.

CRITERIA FOR ENTRY 
 For the horse section, foals must be registered in a studbook that is a full

member of the WBFSH (pending DNA where this can be verified by the
studbook is acceptable) and should be shown with their dams where possible. 

 For the pony section foals must be registered originally in a EU approved
studbook) and should be shown with their dams where possible. 

 For the inaugural year pony section foals are permitted to enter more than one
regional qualifier, but once qualified for the final cannot compete again. 

 Foals must be entered in either the Showjumping Section or the Eventing
Section. They cannot compete in both sections. 

 The dam’s passport should be available on the day for inspection. For the pony
section the dam may be measured. 

 All foals must be a minimum of 6 weeks old to compete at the Final. 
 All foals must be named in order to compete in the Final.

Photo: Jumpinaction Photography.
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Stallion Selections 2018

APPROVED

Irish Sport Horse Studbook

ASCALON
(GB) (TB) (Approved)

2004 by Galileo (IRE) (TB) and out of Leaping
Flame (IRE) (TB) by Trempolino (USA) (TB).
Breeder: Paddy Eddery LTD.
Owner: Michael Mescal, Co. Clare.
Upgraded to Approved in the ISH Studbook
having met the timeform criteria.

CENTENNIAL 
(IRE) (TB) (Approved)

2005 by Dalakhani (IRE) (TB) and out of Lurina
(IRE) (TB) by Lure (USA) (TB)
Breeder: W. Lazy T LTD.
Owner: John Varley, Co. Galway.
Upgraded to Approved in the ISH Studbook
having met the timeform criteria.

JACK THE ROBIN
(IRE) (TB) (Approved)

2015 by Robin De La Maison (IRE) (TB) and out
of Got A Coin (IRE) (TB) by Gothland (FR) (TB)
Breeder & Owner: Ann Lambert, Co. Wexford.
Inspection Scores: Conformation 70/100,
Movement 72.5/100, Athleticism 75 /100.

PRELIMINARY APPROVED
CELTIC HERO B Z

(ZANG) (Preliminary Approved)

2012 by Calikot Hero (SBS) and out of Cricket Z
(ZANG) by Caretano Z (ZANG).
Breeder: Etter Sportferde AG
Owners: Andrea Etter & Luc Henry, Co. Offaly.
Inspection Scores: Athleticism Average
85/100.

PASSED STAGE 1

Ballyfore First Flight (ISH)      Cobra (HOLST)                         Ballycoolan Flight (ISH) [TIH]        Elaine O Neill                Elaine O Neill, Co.Offaly

Chilli Lion (ISH)                               Chillout (ISH)                          Lion Coco (ISH)                                      Fiona Sheridan            Fiona Sheridan, Co. Mayo

HHS Cornet (ISH)                            Cornet Obolensky (BWP)    HHS Geneva (ISH)                                Miguel Bravo               Marion Hughes, Co. Kilkenny 

Jorado (ISH)                                       Diarado (HOLST)                     Oanna (KWPN)                                        H Koops JR                    GBBS INT LTD, Co. Tipperary

Lagans OBOS Quality (ISH)      OBOS Quality 004 (OLD)     Calvo Queen (ISH)                               Peter Rice                      Kennedy Bros Sport Horses, Co. Limerick

SHS Soco Blue (KWPN)                  Zirocco Blue VDL (SF)          Belazza (HOLST)                                     Steffen Meerboth       Ronan Rothwell & David Cullen, Co.Wicklow

HORSE                                          SIRE                                   DAM                                           BREEDER                 OWNER

For up-to-date information 
on upcoming 

Stallion Selections
Please visit:

http://www.horsesportire
land.ie/breeding/stallion-

selections/



HOLLYPARK DIAMOND 
2015 by Castlegar Fin Grove (IDC1) out of
Coolagh Mist (RID) by All The Diamonds (IDC1). 
Breeder: Tom Burke.
Owner: Joseph M. Sharkey, Co. Roscommon.
Inspection Scores: Conformation 75/100,
Type 75/100, Movement 75/100, Athleticism
65/100.
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APPROVED

BLAENGWEN KATO STAR  
(WPC) (Approved)

2007 by Synod Master Man (WPC) and out of
Blaengwen Nocturne (WPC) out of Fronarth
Glyndwr (WPC).
Breeder: N.S. Jones.
Owner: Gateau Stables, Co. Clare.
Inspection Scores: Conformation 70/100,
Movement 65/100, Athleticism 78.5/100.

Irish Sport
Pony Studbook

Stallion Selections 2018

CLASS 1

Irish Draught Horse Studbook

ARCHIE THE GREAT
(Bronze Merit for own showing performance)
2015 by Moylough Bouncer (IDC1) out of
Castana Lass (IDC1) by Castana (IDC1). 
Breeder: Brendan Duffy
Owner: Martin Egan, Co. Wexford.
Inspection Scores: Conformation 80/100,
Type 80/100, Movement 70/100, Athleticism
66.25/100.

WINDGAP RELIANCE 
2014 by Windgap Blue (D C1) out of Lackagh
Whippy (RID) by Gortlea Ruler (ID). 
Breeder: Chris Mannion
Owner: Michael & Chris Mannion, Co. Westmeath.
Inspection Scores: Conformation 70/100,
Type 75/100, Movement: 70/100, Athleticism
67.5/100.

Pedigree information

Mare and stallion covering
declarations

Progeny

Genetic evaluation

Performance

Hypothetical

*Every effort has been made to ensure that no inaccuracies have occurred in collating this data.
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1st         Master Point (ISH)(TIH)         Pointilliste (TB)                           Chikari (ISH)                                   Bridget McGing              Bridget McGing          Ian Cassells

2nd       Ballyvillane OBOS (ISH)         O.B.O.S. Quality (OLD)                 Gleesons Coolcorran (ISH)            Tim Gleeson                    Richard Ames            Daniel Alderson

3rd        Stellor Quick Change (ISH)   Olympic Lux (KWPN)                   Notsoholy (TB)                               Niki Potterton                Niki Potterton            Sarah Ennis

5th        Derena Super Star (ISH)        Womanizer (KWPN)                     Miss Dallas (ISH)                            Francis Tubman              Richard Aimes           Daniel Alderson

4th       Woodend Farm Jack (ISH)    Jack of Diamonds (SWE)             Woodend Ard Hill (WNTR)              Noel & Nuala Prendergast   Nuala Prendergast    Ian Cassells

6th        Fernhill Candy Crush (ISH)   Sligo Candy Boy (ISH)                 Bay Touch (TB)                               Padraig Howley              Carol Gee                   Fraser Duffy

5 YEAR OLDS
Placing    Horse                                             Sire                                                       Dam                                                          Breeder                                  Owner                                  Rider

1st         Emerald Emo (ISH)                Orestus (KWPN)                           Miss Lola C (ISH)                            B & G Campbell              Ita McDermott           Ita McDermott

2nd       KIllcannon Dude (ISH)           Tolan R (KWPN)                            Cooloo Rebel (ISH)                         Cathal Lyons                   Cathal Lyons              Jason Higgins

3rd        Shirsheen Ice (ISH)               Beowulf (ISH)                               Candy Copper (ISH)                       Patrick Murphy              Patrick Murphy          Linda Murphy

5th        Belline Diamonds Watch (ISH)  Watermill Swatch (TB)                Coolawn Beauty (ISH)                    Patrick Minogue             Richard Ames            Daniel Alderson

4th       Rosalent (ISH)                       Valent (KWPN)                             Bellaney Jewel (TB)                       Lisa Rosbotham             J.W Rosbotham          Colin Halliday

6th        Free Jump (ISH)                    Samgemjee (ISH)                        Simplify (ISH)                                 Micheal Condon              Mary Kehoe                Jason Higgins

4 YEAR OLDS
Placing    Horse                                             Sire                                                       Dam                                                          Breeder                                  Owner                                  Rider

The Young Event Horse Series qualifiers came to an end
in Rincoola, Co. Longford on Tuesday 26th June. A total
of 40 horses qualified in the 4 and 5 age categories

during the 4 qualifiers to book their tickets for the Dublin
Horse Show in August. The qualifiers were held in Scarteen,
Forth Mountain, Tullylish and Rincoola. An average of 87 Irish
bred horses came out to compete at each qualifier.

Organiser Harold McGahern said: “It goes from strength
to strength, year on year, but its enduring legacy is the
improving standard of production of Irish bred horses on
home soil. Great credit is due to the venue hosts who provide
their unique test grounds. HSI and the IHB, to their credit,

recognises the merit of this concept from the concept until
now. Both this year and last year the videoing of the YES
qualifiers has been a tremendous boost to all involved.
Competitors can showcase their horses. Customers can see
what they want for themselves and everyone can see the
unique detail of the simple questions asked.”

Ita McDermott, Winner of the 4 year old league said:
“I found the YES league very beneficial for myself and the
horse. The courses were great to bring on the young horses,
very educational with plenty to see, yet encouraging. The
league is a great incentive for people to produce their young
horses that step further with HSI rewarding the breeder also.” 

Young Event Horse Series
Continues to Grow in Popularity

Shirsheen Fun Time (ISH), competing at the Rincoola
4 year old qualifier with rider Linda Murphy. 
Photo: Ian Heslin.

The league placings from the four qualifiers are as follows:
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H
orse Sport Ireland is
delighted to sponsor the
inaugural Young Handler
Championship Series for

2018, with a total prize fund of €25,000.
The aim of this Championship is to
assist in the development of the skills
of young handlers to prepare and
present horses for show and sale. 

The Economic Contribution of the
Sport Horse Industry to the Irish
Economy 2017 highlighted that since
2012 the involvement of young
breeders (≤ 30yrs) in the sport horse

industry has declined from 8.1% to
3.7% in 2016. In 2016 just 0.19% of
breeders were less than 20 years of age.
The Championship is aimed at
encouraging more young
breeders/producers to become
involved in the industry. It will also
provide a unique opportunity for
young handlers that are new to the
industry to become involved in
breeding initiatives and to gain contact
and information/education and
encourage long term involvement in
the breeding industry. 

To date three qualifiers of five have
taken place at Flavours of Fingal on the
23rd of June, at Dunmanway on the 1st
of July and at Adamstown on the 7th of
July. From these competitive classes 18
young handlers (9 juniors and 9
seniors) have now qualified for the final
which is to be held at the National
Ploughing Championships on the 18th
of September. A further two qualifiers
are yet to take place, from which a
further 12 young handlers will quality
for the final.

HSI Launches Exciting New 
Championship Series

for Young Handlers

(L:R) Senior YH Qualifier:  2nd Chloe Marks & 1st Jane Hennigan at Flavours of Fingal. Photo: Alison Corbally.

QUALIFIER                                                   DATE                                             CLOSING DATE: (entries directly to the show)

Roscommon Agricultural Show       18th August 2018                     17th August 2018
Athlone Road,                                                                                                      Email: ursulahannon1@gmail.com or via the website
Roscommon                                                                                                          www.roscommonagriculturalshow.com

Clarecastle Agricultural Show          1st September 2018                 27th August 2018
Clarecastle GAA Grounds,                                                                             Email: nichola.shannon@yahoo.co.uk
Clare, Co. Clare                                                                                                     or 085 781 6665

Two Qualifiers are still to take place:
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(L:R) Senior YH Qualifier: 3rd Denis O'Driscoll, 2nd Emily Crowley, 1st Julianne Williamson, Paddy McCarthy (HSI), judges Andrew Gardiner and Siobhan
Madden at Dunmanway Show. Photo: George Maguire.

(L-R) Junior YH Qualifier: 2nd Shauna Furlong, judges Norman Storey and Richard Kingston and 1st Eimear Furlong at Adamstown Show.

For further information please visit: http://www.horsesportireland.ie/hsi-young-handler-championship-series-2018/

❝

❞

Dumanway has been running a young
handler class the past few years which I
have entered each year with a full brother
to my horse this year. So this year’s show
came around and as always I entered. With
H.S.I. being the main sponsors it was
another encouragement to go for it with
Haven Blackjack. We were delighted with
our win but it took lots of practice as the
triangle was a new one for us. With the
boost from the win we are aiming him for
Dublin with the hope of another good
result. Following that we will be preparing
for the final of the young handler.

Deirdre Burchill, 
Winner of the Junior Category

at Dunmanway

THE FINAL IS TO TAKE PLACE AT THE 
NATIONAL PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS ON 18th SEPTEMBER 2018

❝

❞

I am actively involved with the
Horse Sport Ireland Young
Breeders programme, I competed
in Canada in 2017 and I attend
all the training. I am hoping to
qualify again for Austria in 2019.
I heard about the class through
attending the Young Breeders
and also saw it advertised on
Facebook. I am interested in all
the Young breeders’ competitions
as I have just started breeding
and hope to become an avid
breeder in the future

Amy Finn,
Winner of the Senior Category 

at Adamstown

I heard about the Young Handler
Championship series though a
friend. I think it’s a great idea as it
will help to raise standards and
encourage people to get out
competing. I bought my pony King
Boy as an unbroken 3 year old at
the Clifden sales. He has since
placed 3rd in the Ridden
Connemara Class as a 4 year old at
the RDS. He has also qualified for
the side saddle class at the RDS for
the last 3 years and was Reserve
Side Saddle Champion in 2017

Ciara Mullen, 
Winner of the Junior Category

at Flavours of Fingal 
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Horse Sport Ireland Supports the Industry 2018

Photo: Susan Finnerty/Flying The Flag

Photo: by Susan Finnerty/Flying The Flag Photo: Susan Finnerty/Flying The Flag

Photo: Ian Heslin

Photo: Jumpinaction Photography

Photo: Alison Corbally
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Photo: Susan Finnerty/Flying The Flag

Photo: Jumpinaction Photography

Photo: Jumpinaction PhotographyPhoto: Justborn Photo

Photo: Alison Corbally
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Due to the extensive nature of her
wounds the filly was euthanized soon
after birth. As this case was so unusual
several investigations were carried out
including a post-mortem and genetic
testing. Genetic tests showed that the
filly did not have HERDA. However in
2012 a genetic test for a newly
discovered genetic mutation called
Warmblood Fragile Foal Syndrome
(WFFS) became commercially available.
This filly tested positive for WFFS which
is a fatal genetic mutation of the PLOD1
gene that occurs predominantly in
Warmblood horses. 

WFFS is an important condition as
is proves to be fatal in 100% of cases -
as the foal will either die naturally or
be euthanized shortly after birth due to
the severity of the symptoms. Since
this 2012 case further Warmblood
foals have tested positive for the
condition. Early estimations indicate
that the incidence of carriers in the
Warmblood population is
approximately 6 - 11%

INHERITANCE OF WFFS
Further investigations into this

newly described condition have
showed that is autosomal recessive
meaning that both parents must pass
on the defective gene in order for the
foal to contract the condition. If only
one parent passes on the gene then
the foal will remain healthy but will be
a carrier for the disease. Importantly
carriers will pass on a copy of the
defective gene to their offspring 50% of
the time. If breeding two carriers the
foal has a 25% chance of being affected
and a 50% chance of being a carrier
(Figure 1).

If only one parent is a carrier then
none of the foals from this breeding
pair will be affected by the condition,
however 50% of the offspring would be
carriers and would have the potential
to pass on the disease to the next
generation (Figure2). 

Since this 2012 case there has been a
lot of media attention regarding this
condition and the implications for
responsible breeding. 

BACKGROUND 
In spring of 2012 a Westphalian filly
foal was born in the United States.
The foal was born via assisted
delivery due to poor presentation.
Once delivered it was discovered
that she had open abdomen and
sores similar to that seen in Quarter
Horses with Hereditary Equine
Regional Dermal Asthenia (HERDA). 

HERDA is part of the Ehlers-
Danlos-like syndrome family, a
family of syndromes that affect the
connective tissues resulting in very
brittle, weak skin and loose joints.
These syndromes have been seen in
several species including humans
and horses. 

HERDA is a well-established
disease in the Quarter Horse
population, however, several cases
with similar clinical symptoms have
also been observed in other breeds
such as Warmbloods and Arabians.
The mutations in these breeds
appear to be different to that of
horses with HERDA.

Warmblood Fragile 
Foal Syndrome



WBFSH is currently examining the available information  and is awaiting
the results of further research. They recently released the following
statement which HSI supports: 

“The WBFSH believes that there is no need for immediate panic. However,

every foal lost has a significant impact, either emotional, financial or both, on

the breeder and the mare. Therefore, the President of the WBFSH considers it a

priority that more information becomes available through research and

collection of accurate statistics, in order to obtain a clear picture of the impact or

potential impact this disease may have on the warmblood breeding industry.

Current statistics may not be accurate due unknowingly to undiagnosed cases of

affected foals born or pregnancies aborted. During the next WBFSH General

Assembly, taking place in Hungary in December 2018, horse welfare will be a

central theme, and genetic diseases including WFFS will be discussed as a

relevant topic with respect to this”.
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Figure 1: 
Inheritance of the
WFFS Gene Mutation
if both parents are
carriers.

Figure 2: Inheritance
of the WFFS Gene
Mutation if one
parent is a carrier.
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2018 Irish Draught Genetic
Diversity Project

IRISH POPULATION
STATISTICS

Foals
The ID foal crop peaked

in 2009 at 1,339 foals.
Following the economic
down turn the number of
ID foals hit a low of 439 in
2014, however since then
there has been a strong
recovery with 834 ID foals
bred in 2017, an almost
10% increase on levels in
2016. 

Broodmares
Almost three quarters of

actively breeding ID mares
are breeding pure bred ID
foals, with just over a
quarter of the mares cross
breeding into the Irish
Sport Horse Studbook. The
average age of actively
breeding mares is 10 years,
with 18% being under 6
years of age. The average
number of ID foals per ID
mare over her breeding
career is 3.4, down from 3.9
in 2013.

Stallions
142 different ID stallions

sired the 2017 ID foal crop.
The number of foals per sire
ranged from 1 to 24

STUDY RESULTS - STALLIONS

Number of Active ID Stallions in 2017                                                  142

Range of ID Foals per stallion                                                              1 to 24

Average Foals Registered per Stallion                                                     6

Most Popular Sire of the 2017 Foal Crop                            Mountain Diamond with 24

ID Stallions Used solely for Cross Breeding                                           32

STUDY RESULTS - BROODMARES

Number of ID Broodmares Breeding Purebred ID Foals                                       ̴75%

Average Number of ID Foals per Mare                                                                   3.4

Average Age of Active Broodmares                                                                   10 years

A project commissioned by the HSI Breeding Sub Board to evaluate the current status of the genetic
diversity of the Irish Draught Horse breed is underway. An overview of the preliminary results are
presented here, with the final report expected to be available by October 2018.

(Mountain Diamond
produced 24 ID foals in
2017) with an overall
average of 6 foals per sire.
An additional 32 ID stallions
were used solely for cross-
breeding in 2016.  In the
Irish Sport Horse Studbook
over 500 foals were
registered in 2017 by Irish
Draught sires (approx. 12%
of ISH foals).

Classifications
There has been a

significant increase in the
breeding of uninspected
stallions and mares within
the breed in recent years.
Of particular note, is the
change in the percentage
of foals whose sire and dam

have both met inspection
requirements which has
fallen from 89% in 2007 to
56% in 2017. 

GENETIC DIVERSITY
MEASURES
Inbreeding

The level of inbreeding
and kinship values are
expected to increase over
time within the Irish
Draught breed given that
the Studbook has had very
little influence from other
breeds in recent
generations. In Ireland, the
average level of inbreeding
in active broodmares is
0.98% and 1.1% in fillies.
This is a slight increase from

0.92% in 2013. The rate of
inbreeding is approx.
0.25% per generation,
well below the threshold of
1% which is advised by the
UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organisation for highly
endangered breeds in need
of pure conservation
breeding programmes.

Kinship Levels
The level of kinship

between active stallions
and the mare population is
3.5%. This is unchanged in
recent years and shows the
average relationship of
active ID stallions to
breeding mares active
within the last 5 years and
fillies up to the age of four.

CONCLUSION
The results to date indicate that breeding policies are successfully maintaining the level of genetic diversity in the

breed and that Irish Draught breeders are cognisant of maintaining genetic diversity when making breeding
decisions.

The final report will include comprehensive population statistics, genetic diversity measures, information on
daughter Studbooks and an analysis of the most influential bloodines within the current ID population. The report
will also provide recommendations on maintaining genetic diversity within the breed for future generations




