
BUDGET 2020



€816m

14,000 

AcƟve ParƟcipaƟon: 47,000

Sport Horse PopulaƟon: 136,000

The industry impacts every county in Ireland - see map.



SUPPORTING THE IRISH SPORT HORSE INDUSTRY

4
CONTINENTS

32 
COUNTRIES

512
EVENTS

717

2,008

7,158Total of Irish entries in FEI 
InternaƟonal shows in 2018

Number of horses entered by 
Irish riders in FEI InternaƟonal 
shows in 2018

Individual Irish rider entries in FEI 
InternaƟonal shows in 2018

IRISH INTERNATIONAL FEI ENTRIES 2018

Largest number of participants 
by Equestrian Activity: 
Breeders14,562

Total number of Affiliates
Equestrian Participants in 
IRELAND

56,038

Total number of Affiliates
Equestrian Entries in 
IRELAND

145,770

IRELAND
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BUDGET 2020 & THE HORSE SPORT INDUSTRY



Breeding & ProducƟon



• HSI hopes to help equestrian centres upgrade their faciliƟes through addiƟonal funding to culƟvate quality coaching, 
educaƟon, and experiences.   

• AddiƟonally, HSI also believes that the potenƟal for equestrian tourism in Ireland can be exploited through targeted 
intervenƟons and iniƟaƟves. We believe that a study examining how Ireland can grow our equestrian tourism potenƟal 
would idenƟfy targeted iniƟaƟves that can be undertaken to grow this business with truly regional benefits. Such a study 
will require funding and support from the State and can be addressed within the enhanced Budget submission idenƟfied 
above.

Sport & RecreaƟon

To provide a NaƟonal Equine EducaƟon Pathway to increase 
parƟcipaƟon and retenƟon of parƟcipants in the sector and 
provide skills, knowledge and experƟse for those wishing to be 
involved in equestrian sport as a career

•• Establish an HSI NaƟonal rider licencing system to ensure the 
development of riders in a structured, fun and safe manner 
through levels of rider skills. The licence assessments will be 
conducted by Horse Sport Ireland.

•• Provide an educaƟonal pathway to train and subsequently 
idenƟfy service providers e.g. riders, young horse producers (in 
horse pathway), coaches etc. by providing qualificaƟons based on 
NaƟonal Framework of QualificaƟons (NFQ).

• Support the objecƟve to increase parƟcipaƟon and retenƟon in 
sports in general and equestrian sports in parƟcular, as part of the 
overall government policy. 

•• Provide structured educaƟon and upskilling to owners, grooms 
and parents on the same basis as the rider educaƟon pathway 

EducaƟon & Coaching



High Performance



SUPPORTING THE IRISH SPORT HORSE INDUSTRY


