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• Traditionally: Irish Draught X Throughbred 

crosses

• Recently: introduction of continental 

Warmblood crosses

• Known for their athleticism, jumping ability, 

courage, intelligence, and soundness

• Compete successfully at the highest level of 

show jumping and eventing

• Popular leisure horses



• Introduced in 2010 

• Stallion Inspections held once a year in March

• Mare Inspections held at multiple venues throughout Spring 

and Autumn

• Studbook competitions throughout the summer

• Horses are scored on scale of A to I for 37 traits:

⚬ Conformation (n = 19)

⚬ Movement (n = 9)

⚬ Athleticism* (n = 9)

• Profiling is undertaken by a panel of trained inspectors with 

one designated as the chair of the panel



• To estimate the genetic parameters of linear scored 

conformation, movement & athleticism traits

• To determine their suitability for inclusion in a national 

genetic evaluation for sport horses



• Total: 2,354 linear profiles available

⚬ 1,063 from mare inspections

⚬ 188 from stallion inspections

⚬ 1,103 from records scored at competitions

• Only first record from each horse was retained

• Records were discarded if chair of the inspection panel had chaired 

the inspection of less than 5 horses in a calendar year

• 2,129 records remained for analysis 

y = age + sex + year + chair + animal + e















Covariance components 

• All traits exhibited 

some genetic variation

• Strong correlations 

among several traits

• May be useful to 

inform future genetic 

evaluations

Conclusion

Further Questions

• Inclusion of traits 

scored in Irish Draught 

horses?

• How do these traits 

correlate with 

performance?

Genomics

• Recently started 

genotyping

• Potential for GWAS 
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