
 

 

 
Irish Cob & Irish Part Bred Cob  

Studbook Inspections 
Procedures and Guidelines 

 

 

Applications 
Application forms for inspections are available on the HSI website (Jotform). Closing date for receipt of applications is two 
working weeks prior to the inspection dates and must contain the following: 
 
➢ Completed and signed application form  
➢ Relevant Fee (€70). 
 
Incomplete entries will not be accepted. 
 
All animals must have a passport prior to inspection. If an animal has a passport that is issued by a PIO that is not Horse Sport 
Ireland then an endorsement application will need to be completed, information can be found at www.horsesportireland.ie or by 
contacting the Horse Sport Ireland office. 
 
Following the receipt of completed applications HSI will contact animal owners with the details of the inspection and a schedule 
of events. 
 

 

Duration of Inspections 
Inspections are completed in one day. Inspections will be carried out at venues during Spring and Autumn 2024. 
 

 

Check In 
All owners must report to a HSI representative upon arrival at the centre in order to check in.  At this time, all owners must 
present the animal(s) passport and collect entry numbers for each animal. 
 
The entry numbers provided by HSI must be used at all times during the inspection. 
 
Entrants must ensure they reach the inspection site in plenty of time in order to check in their animal(s). 
 
Please note animals that have not been checked in cannot be presented at the first stage of the inspection. 

 

Presentation 

All animals are expected to be presented at show standard and must be sufficiently trained and fit to take part in all aspects of 
the inspection.  The animal should be in good condition, be well groomed and have well maintained hooves.  

 
Each animal must be presented in a correctly fitted bridle.   

 
If there is a foal present with the animal a leather head collar and canvas or leather lead should be used. 
 
Handlers are required to dress neatly. Suitable protective footwear must be worn in order to present the animal correctly. In 
the case where an owner has more than one horse on the premises, sufficient handlers must be on site to cater for each animal. 
All handlers must be dressed appropriately.  
 

http://www.horsesportireland.ie/
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Inspection Panel 
The inspection panel will consist of two inspectors. One set of overall scores will be produced from the inspector’s collective 
deliberations. 

 

Irish Cob Studbook Animal Inspection Process 

The inspection will take place over one day and will include the following elements:  
1. Pedigree assessment 

2. Veterinary Examination  

3. Conformation assessment 

4. In hand Gait Assessment in an indoor arena  

 

Pedigree Assessment  
Genetic Diversity with mean kinship statistics which clearly identify genetically diverse horses will be provided to the selectors.  

 

Veterinary Examination 
On arrival to the veterinary examination the identification of the animal will be checked by comparing the animal’s markings to 
the markings on its passport.  The animal will also be scanned to confirm its microchip number. 
 
At the inspection animals will undergo a veterinary examination by Veterinary Surgeons appointed by Horse Sport Ireland.  The 
examination will consist of the following: 
  
Stage 1. Preliminary examination:  
This includes height & bone measurement of all animals. The Preliminary Examination involves overall visual and palpable 
observations of the animal presented. The heart and lungs are auscultated at rest.  
Stage 2. Gait assessment & Trotting up: 
This includes co-ordination testing such as tight circling and reversing, trotting on loosened rein.  
 
The measurements taken at the veterinary examination will be considered to be the official measurements of the animal for 
classification and studbook purposes. 
 
Blood samples may be taken on the day of inspection and may be subject to screening for substances listed on the FEI ‘Equine 
Prohibited Substances List’ (see www.feicleansport.org)  

 

Conformation Assessment 
Handlers must present animals to the inspectors in the indoor arena for their conformation assessment.  Animals must be able to 
stand correctly and quietly in order for the inspectors to make their assessment. 
The score sheet for Irish Cob inspections contains several breed characteristics, covering conformation, movement and 
appearance where they are scored out of 5. (see attached ‘Sample Score Sheet’).  
 

 

In Hand Gait Assessment in the Indoor Arena 
In the indoor arena animals will be required to stand for a visual inspection. The animal must stand side view to the inspection 
panel to facilitate the visual assessment. 
When requested the handler will move the animal in walk and then in trot.  
 
The handler must always lead from the left side of the horse. Overuse of the whip is not permitted, the animal should be trained 
to show correctly.  

http://www.feicleansport.org/
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Note: The elements of the inspection may not necessarily be carried out in the same order as they are outlined above. 

Horse Sport Ireland reserves the right to terminate any inspection for health and safety reasons.   
 

Photographs 
Photographs of animals will be taken during the veterinary stage of the inspection process by a photographer appointed by HSI.  These 
photographs may be published in HSI publications. 
Video footage of the inspection may also be recorded and used by Horse Sport Ireland. 

Results of the Inspection 
Final results will be posted to the animal owner shortly after the date of inspection and will be made available for public access 
on the Horse Sport Ireland website and may be published in subsequent Horse Sport Ireland publications. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Classification of Irish Cob Animals 
 Following Inspection 

The Irish Cob Studbook incorporates a main section and a supplementary section.  Please see the Irish Cob Studbook Breeding 
Programme for more details. 
 

 

Class 1 
Irish Cob stallions, mares and geldings are classified in this class provided they meet the following criteria:  
 
•Are entered in the main section of the Irish Cob Studbook;  

AND  
•Are by a stallion classified as Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Supp Class 1, Supp Class 2, Main Basic register or Main elite register 
and are out of a dam that is classified as Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Supp Class 1, Supp Class 2, Main Basic register or Main 
Elite register in the Irish Cob Studbook;  

AND  
•Meet the veterinary requirements and studbook selection requirements. 

 
 

Class 2 

https://www.horsesportireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/HSI-Breeding-Programme-for-the-Irish-Cob-Studbook-SEJul24.pdf
https://www.horsesportireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/HSI-Breeding-Programme-for-the-Irish-Cob-Studbook-SEJul24.pdf
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Irish Cob stallions, mares and geldings are classified in this class provided they meet the following criteria:  
 
•Are entered in the main section Irish Cob Studbook.  

AND  
•Are by a stallion classified as Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Supp Class 1, Supp Class 2, Main Basic register or Main elite register 
and are out of a dam that is classified as Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Supp Class 1, Supp Class 2, Main Basic register or Main 
elite register in the Irish Cob Studbook;  
•Meet the veterinary requirements but do not meet the studbook selection requirements for Class 1 
 
 

Class 3 
Irish Cob stallion, mares and geldings are classified in this class provided they meet the following criteria:  
•Are entered in the main section Irish Cob Studbook  

AND  
•Are by a stallion classified as Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Supp Class 1, Supp Class 2, Supp Class 3, Supp Class 4, Main Basic 
register or Main elite register and are out of a dam that is classified as Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Supp Class 1, Supp Class 2, 
Supp Class 3, Supp Class 4, Main Basic register or Main elite register in the Irish Cob Studbook.  
•Do not meet the studbook veterinary requirements.  
 
Class 3 Irish Cobs are not recommended for breeding. 
 

 
Supplementary Class 1 

Irish Cob stallions, mares and geldings are classified in this class provided they meet the following criteria: 
  
•Are ineligible for the main section of the Irish Cob Studbook  
•Are recorded in the supplementary section of the Irish Cob Studbook; 

AND 
•Meet the veterinary requirements and studbook selection requirements.  

AND  
•Are by a stallion or mare classified as Supp Class 3 or Supp Class 4 in the Irish Cob Studbook; 
 

Supplementary Class 2 
Irish Cob stallions, mares and geldings are classified in this class provided they meet the following criteria:  
 
•Are ineligible for the main section of the Irish Cob Studbook  
•Are recorded in the supplementary section of the Irish Cob Studbook;  

AND  
•Do not meet the studbook requirements but meet the veterinary requirements.  

AND  
•Are by a stallion or mare classified as Supp Class 3 or Supp Class 4 in the Irish Cob Studbook; 

 
Supplementary Class 3 

Irish Cob stallions, mares and geldings are classified in this class provided they meet the following criteria:  
 
•Are ineligible for the main section of the Irish Part-Bred Cob Studbook  
•Are recorded in the supplementary section the Irish Cob Studbook 
•Do not meet the studbook veterinary requirements. 

AND  
•Are by a stallion or mare classified as Class 3, Class 4, Supp Class 3 or Supp Class 4 in the Irish Cob Studbook;  
 
Supp Class 3 Irish Cobs are not recommended for breeding. 
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Grade Up Register 

Mares that meet the following criteria are classified in this class:  
 
•Are classified in the main section or supplementary section of the Irish Part Bred Cob Studbook and meet the following pedigree 
requirements: 
o Have one parent (either the dam or the sire) classified in the Irish Cob Studbook and one parent that is classified in the 

Irish Part Bred Cob Studbook;  
AND  

o Have three grandparents classified in the Irish Cob Studbook 
AND  

o Be judged to conform to the IC breed standard at an official studbook selection. 
 
Mares that are classified in the Grade Up Register of the supplementary section will retain their original classification in the Irish 
Part Bred Cob Studbook and their identification documents will reflect that they are also classified in the supplementary section 
(Grade Up Register) of Irish Cob Studbook 
 



 

Sample Inspection sheet 

 

 



 

 


